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Tip of the hat as Welland Canal 
opens for shipping season 


St. Lawrence Seaway celebrates 60th navigation year 


Hear ye!: Tom Pekar, the Port Colborne Town Crier, kicks off the annual top hat ceremony Thursday in Port Colborne, Ont. The 
Saginaw, below left, was named after Michigan’s Saginaw River. Capt Chesley Thorne of the Algoma Niagara puts on the 
ceremonial top hat at the St. Catharines Museum and Welland Canals Centre. More photos on the Picture Page, C6. 


he Welland Canal welcomed 
anew navigation season 
on Thursday with “top hat” 


ceremonies in Port Colborne and 


St. Catharines, Ont. 


The annual events salute the first ves- 


sels to pass through the 27-mile waterway, 


which connects Lake Erie and Lake On- 


tario while bypassing Niagara Falls. 
At the St. Catharines Museum and 
Welland Canals Centre, Capt. Chesley 


Thorne of Algoma Niagara accepted the 


ceremonial “top hat.” The vessel was built 


in China last year, and came to Canada 


via the Panama Canal. 


Photos by Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


Opening day 
Past five opening 
dates for the 
Welland Canals 
navigation 
season: 

2018: March 29 
2017: March 20 
2016: March 21 
2015: April 2 
2014: March 28 


ceremony. 


Atlantic Ocean. 


20. 
— Matt Glynn 


At Port Colborne, the vessel sched- 
uled to be honored with the top hat, the 
Algoma Enterprise, was delayed picking 
up cargo and did not arrive for Thursday’s 


This is the 60th navigation season for 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, a “marine high- 
way” connecting the Great Lakes and the 


The opening date for the navigation 
season varies from year to year: this year 
it was relatively late. Last year’s opening 
tied a record for the earliest date, March 


Proposed census change would add 
a costly question for New York 


ASHINGTON - The Trump 
\ \ j administration dealt a 
costly blow to New York and 
other heavily urbanized states earlier 
this week. 
Its weapon? A simple question. 
Are you a citizen? 
The administration wants to 


Ra 
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hide in the shadows rather than greet 
the census taker at the door. 

If the experts are right, the next 
census could miss hundreds of thou- 
sands of New York residents. And 
as a result, the state could lose 
out on everything from federal 


add a question like that to the 
2020 census, saying that doing so 
will help it enforce the Voting Rights Act. 


But census experts warn that adding the citizen- 


ship question will lead to a vast undercount 
of immigrants, given that it will likely strike 


THE BRIEFING 


fear in the hearts of undocumented aliens and 
even some fully legal newcomers, who will then 


funding to political representa- 
tion to the labor force it needs. 
Of course, you may be 
thinking: What’s wrong with the government 
knowing how many citizens it has? 
Nothing, really - except that’s not what the 
Constitution calls for. It requires a count of “the 


See Zremskion Page A10 


(The) census has 
to be an “actual 
enumeration,” 
otherwise known 
as an accurate 
count. ... Experts 
think asking that 
citizenship ques- 
tion will lead to 
an inaccurate 
count. 


Celebrate National 
Stripes Day 
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State lawmakers, 
Cuomo push to 
settle on budget 


Last-minute snags develop in effort 
to reach accord on $170 billion plan 


By Tom PRECIOUS 


NEWS ALBANY BUREAU CHIEF 


ALBANY - Lawmakers and 
Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo limped 
through another day Thursday 
trying to cobble together a new 
state budget, as a self-imposed 
deadline of midday today rap- 
idly approached. 

Arange of last-minute snags 
developed during the day as 
Cuomo and lawmakers - who 
are all facing re-election con- 
tests this year — pressed to get 
items included, and tossed, 
from the final budget that will 
total in the neighborhood of 
$170 billion. 

Assuming that there are no 
blowups in the talks, state leg- 
islators are not expected to be 
shown how more than $25 bil- 
lion of the budget will be allo- 
cated to individual school dis- 
tricts — always one of the most 
sought-after details for rank- 
and-file lawmakers. 

The budget, when it gets 
passed, is set to include about 
$600 million in operating aid 
increases for districts - nearly 
double what Cuomo proposed 
in January - and an overall 
school funding boost of just 
above $1 billion. 

Senate Republicans were 
proclaiming early victories in 
efforts to beat back about $1 
billion in tax increases pro- 
posed by Cuomo. Assembly 
Democrats were pushing fund- 
ing boosts to both elementary 
and secondary public schools 
and restoration of cuts to need- 


based college grant programs. 

Two of 10 budget bills — the 
simplest, since most controver- 
sial items were removed and 
to be amended and inserted, 
or not, sometime today into an 
omnibus measure known in Al- 
bany as “the Big Ugly” - were 
set for passage by both houses 
either late Thursday or after 
midnight. 

In a Capitol where not so 
long ago clocks were stopped 
to accommodate voting sched- 
ules, no one has such political 
ability any longer. And so logis- 
tical problems were arising as 
lawmakers pondered how to 
pass the thousands of pages of 
bills that go into crafting a New 
York State budget. 

The actual budget deadline 
is Saturday for the 2018-19 fis- 
cal year, But some lawmakers 
are planning to depart some- 
time early this afternoon for 
religious holiday plans. 

“Tt’s not going to be tonight,” 
Sen. John A. DeFrancisco, R- 
Syracuse, said of passage of a fi- 
nal budget. “It’s going to be into 
Friday ... if it happens at all.” 

Senators said Cuomo was 
threatening to send lawmak- 
ers an emergency spending bill 
to temporarily keep the gov- 
ernment running if there was 
no budget deal — but have the 
short-term authorization run 
until May. That would be after 
special elections April 24 that 
include two contests in which 
Democrats could gain a nu- 


See Budget on Page A10 


BALLPARK TO GET 


i| ANEW NAME 
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Coca-Cola Field will be renamed after 
this year when the soft drink company’s 
deal for naming rights to the park expires. 
Story on Page B1. 


EPA readies rollback 
of auto regulations 


Fuel economy, 
emissions targeted 


By CORAL DAVENPORT 
AND HIROKO TABUCHI 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - The 
Trump administration is ex- 
pected to launch an effort in 
coming days to weaken green- 
house gas emissions and fuel 
economy standards for auto- 
mobiles, handing a victory to 
car manufacturers and giving 
them ammunition to potential- 
ly roll back industry standards 
worldwide. 

The move - which under- 
cuts one of President Barack 
Obama’s signature efforts to 
fight climate change - would 
also propel the Trump admin- 
istration toward a courtroom 
clash with California, which 
has vowed to stick with the 


stricter rules even if Wash- 
ington rolls back federal stan- 
dards. That fight could end up 
creating one set of rules for cars 
sold in California and the 12 
states that follow its lead, and 
weaker rules for the rest of the 
states, in effect splitting the na- 
tion into two markets. 

Scott Pruitt, the head of 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency, is expected to frame 
the initiative as eliminating a 
regulatory burden on automak- 
ers that will result in more af- 
fordable trucks, vans and SUVs 
for buyers, according to people 
familiar with the plan. 

An EPA spokeswoman con- 
firmed that Pruitt had sent a 
draft of the 16-page plan to the 
White House for approval. 

The particulars of the plan 
are still being worked out. 
Those specifics, which are ex- 


See Emissions on Page A10 
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WEATHER 


Cool with some sunshine. High 
42, low 30. Details on Page B8. 
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